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RAILWAY (METRONET) AMENDMENT BILL 2022 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 22 March. 

MS H.M. BEAZLEY (Victoria Park) [12.21 pm]: I rise today in support of the McGowan government’s Railway 
(METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022. My sincere thanks go to the Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti, for 
bringing forward this legislation and its corresponding projects that will be hugely important for my Victoria Park 
community not just over the next 18 months, but also the next 100 years and more. 

This legislation authorises the construction of the Armadale line Metronet projects, including the Byford rail 
extension and, for me, the all-important Victoria Park–Canning level crossing removals, as well as the 18-month 
rail line closure necessary to safely build this project. The Armadale line will be transformed through major Metronet 
projects, including extending the rail line by eight kilometres to Byford, removing up to 12 level crossings, constructing 
six new stations, elevating the rail through Victoria Park and Cannington, and tying in the Thornlie–Cockburn Link 
at Thornlie station. It is the job of the local member, ministers, the Premier and the government to make a positive 
difference—a lasting positive impact on the lives of our community members. This landmark project, which 
reimagines the eastern section of the nearly 130-year-old Armadale train line, will have a lasting, positive impact 
on our Vic Park community and throughout the eastern corridor. I am proud to be part of a government that is 
bringing this fantastic development to life. I am excited by the many benefits it will bring to the people of Perth 
and especially to the people of Victoria Park. 

The work of former member for Victoria Park and former Premier, Hon Dr Geoff Gallop, together with then planning 
and infrastructure minister, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, catalysed Labor’s legacy of public transport investment 
and delivery. I am so proud that Premier McGowan and Minister Saffioti are continuing and enhancing this proud 
Labor legacy. Under the leadership of Dr Gallop and Minister MacTiernan, we saw the last improvement works 
to railway services in my community in the suburbs of Vic Park, Carlisle and Lathlain in 2002—now 20 years ago—
with nothing happening in the intervening years under the Liberal–National government. I am today honoured to 
be part of another Labor government that is improving our local Vic Park infrastructure, creating local jobs and 
enhancing community connection through our Armadale line Metronet project. As a Labor government, we are 
yet again demonstrating our commitment to upgrading services and amenity in Victoria Park and WA at large. 

The McGowan government is making a significant investment in my community of Victoria Park. In total, the 
Armadale line Metronet project represents an almost $2 billion investment to update and extend our eastern metro 
rail services. For Victoria Park, this project means new stations at Carlisle and Oats Street, and the removal of 
level crossings at Mint Street, Oats Street and Welshpool Road, which will reconnect neighbourhoods that have 
been disconnected for well over a century. The Victoria Park–Canning level crossing removal project is the first 
major elevated rail project in Perth—an exciting innovation with many benefits from noise reduction to public 
space availability. 
Metronet and our massive investment in WA infrastructure will also create thousands of local jobs. Our local 
Metronet works will be transformational for Victoria Park and many other eastern suburbs. Our upgraded railway 
line, once completed, will improve access to the CBD for residents in our south-eastern suburbs and make visiting 
the eastern suburbs easier for other Perth residents. This has the potential to revitalise many of our south-eastern 
suburbs that are often neglected as nightlife, dining or shopping destinations by other Perth residents because of 
their lack of accessibility. 
The Armadale line is the oldest train line in Perth. For nearly 130 years it has helped residents in the eastern suburbs 
get around our great city. Personally, I have ridden the line more times than I can count. The Armadale line is 
instrumental in helping residents in the eastern suburbs easily and affordably get into the Perth CBD. It is also vital 
for encouraging other Perth residents to visit our local businesses in Victoria Park, including, in my totally unbiased 
opinion, some of the best restaurants and shops in the state. However, modelling has shown that the current line’s 
capacity is insufficient for future growth in our eastern suburbs, meaning the transformation of the line is key in 
facilitating and encouraging public transport usage by residents living along the train line and those further afield. 
Not only will this Metronet project facilitate flows in and out of the eastern suburbs, but also it will reconnect 
neighbourhoods that have been cut through and separated for over a century. 
Our new elevated rail will remove five level crossings along the Armadale line throughout Victoria Park and 
Canning. As I said, level crossings at Mint Street, Oats Street and Welshpool Road will be removed, as well as at 
Hamilton Street and Wharf Street, allowing motorists, pedestrians and cyclists to pass through the area in a much 
more timely way. Each of these level crossings is currently closed for more than three hours a day, causing huge 
traffic delays and annoying commuters, cyclists and pedestrians alike. I personally have been stuck at our local 
boom gates for more hours than I can count. I was shocked to see figures that showed the Oats Street boom gates 
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are currently closed 233 times a day for a maximum of one minute and 33 seconds each time. This means that the 
Oats Street boom gates are down for up to six hours a day. 
Getting rid of these level crossings and raising the rail line will be a welcome relief for me and many other commuters 
and users of the roads in Victoria Park. Not only will this save time for many residents of Vic Park and its surrounds, 
but also removing these crossings will make our neighbourhoods quieter and safer for residents, pedestrians, 
cyclists and motorists. By elevating the train line, we will see a reduction in wait times in traffic, complemented by 
a reduction in the now familiar noise of train horns blaring and crossing bells ringing. Furthermore, it will allow for 
both recreational and business opportunities around the train line that were previously not feasible. Hectares of space 
will be opened up along and under the tracks. Oats Street station will be relocated over the top of Oats Street, and 
will have a station entrance on either side of the road for safer access. Additionally, the Queens Park station entrance 
will be relocated slightly to allow it to be better connected to local schools, and the Cannington station entrance 
is planned to face Cecil Avenue. These elevated rail solutions were developed based on significant community 
feedback. These decisions will help maximise potential usage of newly available public space, while looking better 
aesthetically and helping to create new and welcoming public spaces and areas throughout my electorate of 
Victoria Park and in the neighbouring electorate of Cannington. The design will also help moderate train noise, 
while the platform shelters will act as privacy screening. This project will not just save us all time in traffic and make 
our south-eastern suburbs safer and quieter, but also bring many opportunities for enhanced community connection 
in Victoria Park. 
The ultimate goal of Metronet is to connect the community, which is why it was developed with significant 
community input and stakeholder engagement. As I already mentioned, Metronet will bring down rail barriers that 
have separated the suburbs of Vic Park and Carlisle for over a century, as well as many more. Metronet will not 
only bring down these physical barriers, but also allow hectares of space to be freed up.  
Delivering up to 2.8 kilometres of elevated rail along the nearly 130-year-old train line will create opportunities 
for open spaces that can be used for community activation and connection. Elevating the rail line will create 
60 000 square metres of public open space in areas of the rail reserve that will no longer be occupied by railway 
infrastructure. The extra space represents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for Victoria Park, and I want my 
community to play a key role in shaping what these spaces will look like. That is why we have allowed for further 
consultation to take place in 2022. The freed-up land can, and will, be used for innovative amenity, which could 
see developments such as community gardens, parks or recreation spaces, and other uses that allow for greater 
community connection and better public mental and physical health. 
Creating greener suburbs and more sustainable cities is one of the key targets of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals. The McGowan government’s 2020–21 state budget was a key enabler to delivering the 
Western Australian government’s environmental, social and governance objectives, which encapsulate the UN’s 
17 sustainable development goals. Goal 11 calls for sustainable cities and communities and highlights that 
sustainable development cannot be achieved without transforming the way we build and manage urban spaces, and 
providing safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport systems for everyone. Metronet and our investment 
in public transport and community spaces will improve urban planning and support local jobs and businesses, 
helping us to progress towards this goal. 
I refer to a quote by Enrique Peñalosa, the former Mayor of Bogotá, Colombia, famous for putting in place radical 
equity measures. Mayor Peñalosa created one of the greenest cities in Latin America. While undertaking this work, 
he stated — 

“An advanced city is not one where the poor own a car, but rather one where even the rich use public transport.” 

The delivery of Metronet, including this landmark Armadale line reimagining, will be instrumental in making Perth 
a more advanced city in this regard. Massive investment in Victoria Park and other eastern suburbs will not only 
create thousands of local jobs, but also bring new opportunities for Victoria Park’s local businesses. As a former 
small business owner, I know how important this project is to business. I have said it before: Victoria Park’s local 
business owners embody vision, optimism and energy. In my inaugural speech, I stated that one of my top priorities 
is to advance and amplify the activities of local business. Local small business owners, who in turn train, skill and 
employ local community members, are the beating heart of Victoria Park. Making it easier for Perth residents to 
access Victoria Park and removing level crossings to reconnect our neighbourhoods will create opportunities for 
small businesses in Victoria Park to develop and thrive. 

Victoria Park has always been a place of growth and opportunity for small business and Metronet will further facilitate 
this growth. To enable work on these projects to occur as quickly and safely as possible, the Armadale line will be 
shut for up to 18 months, starting in the first quarter of next year. I know that this will be a significant frustration for 
many members of my community. A number of shutdown options were examined. After community and stakeholder 
consultation, it was decided that the extended once-only shutdown for this project was the preferred option, rather 
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than a series of shorter, less predictable shutdowns over a longer period. What will end up being a shorter, consistent 
shutdown was determined to be the least disruptive option over the longer term, as it will allow the project to be 
undertaken faster and, importantly, with a safer workplace environment. An 18-month shutdown also means that 
both Metronet projects can be constructed safely and efficiently over a shorter time frame and it will provide certainty 
and reliability for replacement bus services. Ultimately, it will be short-term pain for long-term gain in Victoria Park 
and for residents of other south-eastern suburbs. 

I understand the shutdown will be an inconvenience for many, but I know that it will be worth it. Metronet will 
completely transform the way people get around the eastern suburbs and will lead to shorter commute times and 
better connections with the rest of our great city. The massive, almost $2 billion, investment in Metronet includes 
various projects, all of which will bring great benefit to our communities. Projects include extending the Armadale 
line by eight kilometres to Byford and the new Byford station, which is something I am sure my friend Hugh Jones, 
the member for Darling Range, is incredibly pleased about. I know people in my community are looking forward 
to having easier access to some of the great country pubs and walking trails in our beautiful Darling Range. It is 
also important that residents in the outer suburbs will gain an easier and more affordable way to access everything 
on offer in my great community, as well as the CBD and beyond. 

Metronet is just one of the ways we are improving connections with and around our city, and multiple modes of 
transport. Our government has already introduced the two-zone cap on public transport fares. This means annual 
savings of around $3 000 for some residents in our outer suburbs. With the highest petrol prices in Australian history, 
the fare cap is hugely beneficial for many people, particularly those living in our outer suburbs. We are also 
delivering the 21-kilometre Morley–Ellenbrook line, which will save residents along the line up to two hours a day 
in commute times when they use this public transport option. Likewise, the construction of the new cycling bridge 
over the Swan River is another way we are making it easier for residents in the eastern suburbs to access Perth. This 
bridge will also land in my electorate of Victoria Park, and many local residents are very excited to see it completed—
from my CBD workers who cycle to the city to seniors who often walk into the city and local childcare operators 
that take their kids on local walking adventures to Heirisson Island or Matagarup.  

We have also signed a $1.3 billion contract to build 246 new railcars to service Metronet. These cars will be able 
to transport 1 200 passengers, who will benefit from USB chargers, extra doors to improve passenger flow and better 
seating options and information displays. Furthermore, these railcars are being built locally, helping to create even 
more local jobs. Before our government negotiated this deal, only two per cent of railcars were produced locally. 
This deal will increase that 25-fold. 

It is not only for financial reasons that the government encourages and facilitates Perth residents exploring alternative 
forms of transport; encouraging Perth residents to take public transport, walk or cycle when travelling around our 
city helps us to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigates the subsequent impacts these have on our climate. 
If the recent floods in Queensland and New South Wales, and the fires in our south west and closer to Perth have 
demonstrated anything, it is that climate change is a real and immediate threat to our way of life. A 2017 report by 
the Climate Council of Australia titled Transport emissions: Driving down car pollution in cities found that transport 
is one of the largest sources of greenhouse gas emissions in Australia. Cars were responsible for around 50 per cent 
of Australia’s transport emissions. In fact, an international review comparing 23 of the largest energy-using countries 
found that Australia was twenty-second, or second last, on transport energy efficiency. One contributing factor 
is that only 12 per cent of Australians are choosing to take public transport. The 2016 census revealed that only 
8.1 per cent of Perth’s residents took public transport to work and 3.8 per cent rode a bicycle or walked. Conversely, 
a massive 79.3 per cent drove their own private vehicle to work, with massive implications for WA’s greenhouse 
gas emissions. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms H.M. BEAZLEY: The many transport infrastructure projects being delivered by our government will help 
encourage people to substitute driving with other forms of transport. I am so proud that we are delivering projects 
that will provide viable alternatives to driving for Perth residents and subsequently reduce our reliance on cars, 
helping us achieve faster emissions reduction in WA. 
The financial and environmental benefits of improving our public transport infrastructure are clear. Additionally, 
encouraging use of public transport also helps to improve the health of Western Australians. A 2019 study in 
Melbourne found that improving accessibility to public transport is an effective policy to promote physical activity 
and reduce the negative externalities of car use. Evidence demonstrates that people who use public transport are 
four times more likely to meet their physical activity recommendations and walk up to 33 minutes more a day than 
private car users. If we can encourage more residents to opt for public transport, or to walk or ride, they will see 
improved health outcomes alongside improved financial situations and we will see reduced emissions. Modern 
public transport connections enhance local communities by providing invaluable links to the wider metropolitan area. 
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Metronet will bring immeasurable economic, health and environmental benefits to all members of our community, 
and that is why I am extremely proud that our government is delivering this legislation. As the local member for 
Victoria Park, I am incredibly proud to be working with Minister Saffioti and the Premier to help deliver this landmark 
project for my community. 
Our new elevated rail line, the removal of level crossings throughout Victoria Park, the new Carlisle and Oats Street 
stations, and the new public space that this project will create, which is ripe for amazing activation, will help ensure 
the ongoing success of my community as a hub for small business, hospitality, community connection and first-class 
amenity and innovation. 

Point of Order 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I refer to standing order 1, “General rule”, about conduct of the house, and the footnotes, which 
prohibit the reading of speeches. I request that you, Deputy Speaker, direct the member for Victoria Park to cease 
reading her speech, which has been going on for quite some time. I do not mind people referring to their notes, but 
this is quite clearly the reading of a complete speech. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, member. There is no point of order. Members are allowed to refer to their 
notes when making a speech. Please carry on, member. 

Debate Resumed 
Ms H.M. BEAZLEY: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. Member for Moore, I have one sentence left. 
Metronet is great for Western Australia and fantastic for my community of Victoria Park. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the Liberal Party. 
Mr P. Papalia: There are a lot of notes there. I hope you’re not going to read them. 
DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [12.40 pm]: Are there? Have a look. There you go, 
minister. You ought to improve your glasses. 
Thank you very much, Deputy Speaker, for allowing me to speak on the Railway (METRONET) Amendment 
Bill 2022. As has been indicated by our lead speaker on this bill, we are not opposing the bill, but I have some 
comments on it. I have some concerns, not about the overall intention of the bill, but about the potential impacts 
this project could have on the people who live along that line and, more particularly, on Western Australia. 
This is a major $2 billion project. It is interesting when we hear numbers in this place. The figures roll off the tongue 
when we talk about billions. That is a phenomenal sum of money, which could solve homelessness in the state. It 
is a sum of money that could lift up a whole heap of people who are doing it tough in Western Australia and improve 
systems for those people to have better lives. When the government commits such an enormous sum of money on 
this project, we need to make sure that it is not only in the best interests of the state overall and that other priorities 
are not missing out because of it, but also that there are no other potential impacts. I will talk specifically about 
one potential impact before I discuss some of the history of this Metronet project. 
At the moment, Western Australia has an enormously constrained labour market. I would say that it is the most 
constrained market we have ever had in my lifetime. It is caused by a combination of two things. We have had 
closed borders in this state. Even though the borders are nominally open, there are still significant restrictions on 
people coming into the state. Our economy has been constrained for two years because we have not been able to 
get people in. I think some members in this chamber are at least aware that our state has relied on a continuous stream 
of workers coming into the state, and no more so than in the health sector. Our hospital system is utterly dependent 
on that stream of doctors, nurses and other health professionals. Because of the variable nature of construction and 
capital projects, Western Australia has typically relied on a large number of workers coming from interstate and 
overseas to sustain its construction industry. When we had the peak after the crash of 2008, we had a significant 
construction boom in Western Australia. The Liberal–National coalition government rebuilt the hospital system in 
the state. It invested billions of dollars in improving transport networks and it also invested large sums of money in 
critical infrastructure. The population of Western Australia grew by 500 000 over that period, which was largely over 
the period of the Barnett coalition government. Effectively, the population of Tasmania came into Western Australia 
and infrastructure was required to support that increased population, be it roads, power supplies, gas, water, electricity 
and schools and hospitals, all of which were built in that time. The state could sustain those projects because we had 
labour coming into the state. There was a connection between the two. We had major projects and an expansion 
of the iron ore and gas industries in the north west of the state. Labour came in for that. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
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Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much. Minister, focus more on your portfolio and less on meaningless 
interjections that bear no relation to the truth. 

Mr P. Papalia: What about my fashion sense? What about my clothes? 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I hope you appreciate mine, member, because I put great thought into it every day when I come 
in. But getting back to the topic. 

Several members interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I have had positive comments. 

Getting back to the main topic, I raise this issue because the labour constraint in Western Australia is having a major 
impact on our ability to complete projects in the state. It is affecting every aspect of construction in Western Australia. 
I met with some people involved in the Western Australian development industry. They told me that 30 per cent 
of approved apartment projects—they are funded and the money is there—cannot commence because there is no 
labour. They made an important point. We often talk about skilled labour, and clearly for construction projects we 
need skilled, technical people. We need plasterers, electricians, plumbers and the like. However, there is also an 
equally large demand for unskilled labourers, if you like, or unskilled workers or workers who do not require formal 
tickets and qualifications. There is a dire shortage of those individuals as well. Obviously, we have had border 
restrictions until very recently, but in other times we could have expected a large influx of workers from the other 
states. Typically, when one state is booming and another state is not doing well, labour can come from the other 
states. But because of the COVID response in each state and because the federal government was very concerned 
at the start of the pandemic that there would be an economic slump, as was this government, there was an enormous 
focus on a large range of capital projects right across Australia. For example, there are rail projects right across 
Australia in nearly every state. There are major capital projects. The commonwealth government has pumped 
billions of dollars into all the state governments, including the $14 billion it pumped into Western Australia to support 
it on top of the federal government’s usual expenditure during the two years of the COVID pandemic. That means 
that there is no large group of labourers and skilled workers from interstate who can come into Western Australia. 

The reason I raise this—perhaps it may be obvious to some—is that the government is announcing another 
$2 billion project that will commence in the blink of an eye. We are told that this project will commence at the 
start of next year. That project will be competing for labour with other private sector construction projects such as 
apartment projects and the like. The trouble is that we have the perfect storm. We do not have the labour to build 
residential accommodation. That is another confounding element for labour coming into the state. Something like 
380 rental properties are available for $450 a week or less in metropolitan Perth today. It is around that number. 
That is actually less than the normal turnover of properties, if members know what I mean. Usually when someone 
wants to rent out a property, the tenant leaves, the place is cleaned and spruced up a bit and the turnover takes 
maybe a week. The rental availability is lower than that, so we are almost seeing hot-bedding with rental properties; 
while someone is moving out, someone is waiting to move in. That is literally true.  

The problem is that because the government is now bringing in another major capital project, it is going to make 
it even harder for all those residential properties that the state desperately needs. We desperately need rental 
accommodation—not just in metropolitan Perth, but in the whole state. The private sector is trying to build this 
accommodation, and there are approved projects that are ready to go and funded, but its great fear is that this will 
make it even harder for it to do its work. There are two sides to this coin. One side is that it is going to make it 
even harder to deal with the absolutely horrendous accommodation crisis we have in Perth and across regional 
Western Australia. The other side is the concern that the government will not be able to meet its 18-month time line 
for this project. I am very concerned. The member for Victoria Park outlined the great benefits she saw for her 
community, but because of the critical labour shortage the state is facing, I am greatly concerned that this project 
will not be completed within anywhere near the time the government has stated and that the people of Victoria Park 
and suburbs all along that railway line will suffer for much longer than 18 months. 
I would like to hear some reality from the minister in her response to the second reading debate. I would like to 
hear from her a commitment that, firstly, the budget is going to be achieved and, secondly, the schedule is going 
to be achieved. Why do I raise that concern? I raise that concern because this Labor government and Minister for 
Transport have a track record of not delivering projects on time. I turn to an article by Daniel Emerson that appeared 
in The West Australian of Saturday, 11 February 2017 titled “Labor rail plan down to the dollars”. The article talks 
about the cost of the government’s Metronet project. It states that Labor had costed the project at $2.9 billion. 
One might say, “Fair enough; so what?” But the Liberal Treasurer at the time, Hon Dr Mike Nahan, had Treasury do 
some costings on that project before the caretaker period commenced, and the estimate that it returned was between 
$6.76 million and $9.75 billion. That is two to three times Labor’s costing but we were told, no, this was the sort 
of transparency we were going to get from a Labor government and that this was a rock-solid commitment in terms 
of cost. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 23 March 2022] 

 p1283b-1298a 
Ms Hannah Beazley; Mr Shane Love; Deputy Speaker; Dr David Honey; Mr Hugh Jones; Mr David Scaife; Mr 

Terry Healy 

 [6] 

Where is the truth of that just shy of $3 billion estimate? I have here the Economic and fiscal outlook for 2021–22. If 
we add in the $1.96 billion that has already been spent on the project outside the period summarised, on page 168 we 
see the table headed “Metronet: Capital Spending and Funding”. The cost to date is from before this project was 
announced. Actually, this project was mentioned in the original Metronet scope, but there were no details. Let us 
be generous and exclude that. The cost to date on that project is $7.2 billion. This is the largest blowout in the cost 
of a capital project in the history of the state of Western Australia. It is more than double the original estimate. 
I know the minister and members on the other side will say, “Oh, there’s been some scope changes.” Those scope 
changes account for only a fraction of that blowout. We have seen a doubling of the cost. I am extremely concerned 
that this project has been announced at $2 billion. I will say it again: it is not just a little number that rolls off the 
tongue; $2 billion is another major hospital for the public of Western Australia. We have a situation in which there 
has been an average of 4 000 hours of ambulance ramping every month this year under the new Minister for Health. 
There is a desperate need for more hospitals. We know that there is a challenge in regional communities in relation 
to the condition of some of the schools that need improvement, and we know about the homelessness issue. 
There has been a substantial increase in homelessness under this government, and despite all the good words, the 
government has done nothing to change that. 
One project the government inherited from the previous government is the Forrestfield–Airport Link. That project 
was already underway when the Labor Party came to government. It was going to be delivered in the first half 
of 2021, but we are still waiting for trains to be delivered on that project. It has run into all sorts of problems. 
I know that this issue would be close to the Deputy Speaker, and I am not trying to engage the Deputy Speaker in 
debate, but there are all sorts of safety issues around that project that have not been dealt with. Construction of the 
Morley–Ellenbrook line was scheduled to start in 2021. What did we see? That project is now two years late. I am 
not seeking to take up time for the sake of it, but the Thornlie–Cockburn Link is also more than two years late, as 
is the Yanchep extension. Have we actually heard anything about the much-vaunted Yanchep line? 
Mr R.S. Love: Only that it’s been smoothed. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Here is the thing: the government cannot deliver projects, so it says it has “smoothed” them. 
What a great excuse! 
A government member interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I am sorry, I did not actually hear the member’s interjection, but perhaps it was in relation to 
this topic. I genuinely did not hear her, so I am happy to hear it again. 
When the government talks about smoothing projects, it means it is smoothing projects that are already underway 
because they cannot be delivered on time, but at the same time it is announcing another $2 billion project that will 
commence in a few months’ time. Would the government not rather deliver the projects it has already promised 
before layering another project on top? That raises concerns with me, as I have said, about the schedule and the cost 
of the project. The Byford extension has also been delayed; we hear that it is going to happen as part of this project. 
As I have said, there have been massive cost blowouts on all those projects. A contract was awarded for the new 
Bayswater bridge, but almost two years has elapsed since that project was originally announced. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Again, another massive project delayed. 
This is certainly a grand project; 12 crossings at a cost of $2 billion. What we have seen with the minister, more 
in her role as Minister for Planning, is absolutely tribal behaviour the like of which I have never seen in my entire 
experience of politics. That relates to the minister’s recent announcement of how planning decisions are going to be 
uniquely carried out on the Cottesloe foreshore. It is an utterly disgraceful attack by a Labor minister on an electorate. 
What is it being punished for? It is for returning a Liberal member of Parliament. It is an absolute disgrace. 
Mr D.T. Punch interjected. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: I can tell the member for Bunbury that I will be talking a lot more about that.  
I refer to level crossings. The level crossings on the Fremantle line are enormously constrained. There is nothing 
in the forward estimates whatsoever to deal with that project, yet Stirling Highway is almost gridlocked now in 
the mornings. It is one of the major contributors to traffic congestion and—I have mentioned this in this place 
before—a major danger to cyclists, particularly on the public shared pathways on the level crossings. There are no 
project announcements about that. 
I certainly welcome the intent of this project and all the work that is planned. I do not have a personal opinion, but 
I have had it expressed to me that, in fact, it may not necessarily be the fastest option to do it as one whole project. 
I understand that in Victoria it was done as individual projects. Members may know that the Victorian government 
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had a plan to remove something like 50 level crossings. It is more than halfway through that project. I take it that 
the minister has done her diligence and has looked at this time line. This project has the potential to affect people. 
I read an ABC news online article posted on Sunday, 20 February 2022 by Tabarak Al Jrood that refers to the impact 
of this project for 18 months. About 20 000 passengers board this service every weekend, and, of course, every day 
we see thousands of people on that line commuting between suburbs and to metropolitan Perth. If we are going to 
see the sort of blowouts that we have seen on other Metronet projects and this project ends up taking not 18 months 
but in the order of three years, although ultimately in the longer term the result of this project may be a pleasure, 
it will cause enormous disruption. When the minister responds to the second reading debate and presents this bill, we 
need a guarantee around that 18 months. The rail line will close for the duration of the project. If this project requires 
the same sort of extension that we have seen in other Metronet projects, it will be a disaster for the communities 
along that line and all the little businesses that depend on it. Members know that many small delicatessens and other 
venues around railway stations depend on those stations, and the bus stops do not always correlate with the railway 
stations, especially if there is major work going on at the railway stations. I am sure that the minister will be on top 
of that detail. 
Potentially, we will see tens of thousands of people’s journeys affected by this project and frustrated by that delay. 
On 21 February this year, Gareth Parker interviewed the Minister for Transport about this project. He made the 
point that effectively the minister is on the clock on this one. This is going to be a critical project for the government 
leading into the next state election, and the question is: does this government have the capacity to deliver major capital 
projects on time and on budget? As I have pointed out in a small amount of detail in my contribution to the debate 
today, to date, the government’s record for delivering major capital projects on budget is appalling. Its record for 
delivering on time any of the projects that it has initiated is equally appalling. In percentage terms, those records 
are probably about as bad as each other. The minister is on the clock on this one, and certainly this is a matter that we 
will obviously take all the way to the next election. 
I refer to the vaccination program. We got off to a very slow start with that rollout. I said in this chamber that if 
we were to achieve that rollout, I would be the first to congratulate the government, and I did congratulate the state 
government on that. That was a good achievement. If the government achieves this project on budget and on schedule, 
I will congratulate the government for that. That will be a good outcome. As I said, I question whether it is the right 
choice of priority and whether it competes with the private sector—I think there are real negative consequences to 
that—but if the government achieves this, it will be a good outcome. But the minister is on the clock on this one. 
She needs to show that the government can deliver a major capital project on budget and on schedule. 
MR H.T. JONES (Darling Range) [1.04 pm]: I rise to make a brief contribution to the debate on the Railway 
(METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022, the Armadale line project and the shutdown. I intend to talk about the 
positives to the people in Byford and the surrounds. I will also raise some queries about the opposition’s approach 
to this project. 
Darling Range is a vast electorate of 21 towns and suburbs in an area of 1 395 square kilometres. It relies heavily 
on the use of private vehicles for the movement of those residents, who predominantly live in the area, go to work 
during the day and come back in the evening. It is a sort of dormitory area, if you like; people just sleep in the area. 
Unfortunately, there are not many employment prospects in Byford, but the shire and I are working on that to 
provide more employment opportunities within the area. 
The town of Byford has tripled its population in the last decade and I am acutely aware of the importance of public 
transport and the positive impact that the extension of the railway line will bring to Byford. The local road infrastructure 
in Serpentine–Jarrahdale is suffering under the pressure of increasing traffic flows and heavier traffic than it was 
designed for. I recall that prior to the last state election, the shire advocated and said that it needed $80 million 
over the next 10 years for the upkeep of local roads in the area. I was proud to be able to make a commitment of 
$18 million at the last state election to provide improvements to local roads, which relieves some of the impost on 
the local residents and the shire. 
Of course, this project has been a long time coming, with the previous Liberal government and its transport minister 
not interested in the south-east corridor. On 16 May 2012, almost 10 years ago, a motion was debated in this house — 

That this house condemns the Barnett government for its failure to invest in basic infrastructure across 
Western Australia, in particular its failure to purchase additional trains and buses or to construct new 
roadworks to keep up with population growth. 

I note the interaction between the member for Armadale and the then Minister for Transport and member for Vasse, 
Hon Troy Buswell. The member for Armadale stated that he knew that the member for Darling Range, Hon Tony 
Simpson, was very disappointed about the train line not being extended to Byford. He said — 

The Serpentine–Jarrahdale local government region is the fastest-growing council region in Australia. As 
the minister will know, there is already a rail line to Byford … 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 23 March 2022] 

 p1283b-1298a 
Ms Hannah Beazley; Mr Shane Love; Deputy Speaker; Dr David Honey; Mr Hugh Jones; Mr David Scaife; Mr 

Terry Healy 

 [8] 

He was referring to the Australind line. The member for Armadale continued — 
The fact is that there is a rail line there. Why the government is not looking at extending the metropolitan 
train system to Byford … never ceases to amaze me. I am sure that it never ceases to amaze the member 
for Darling Range. 

The Minister for Transport at the time batted that away and asked the member for Armadale — 
I am sure that it will be in your election commitment. 

The member for Armadale continued — 
We will have to wait and see. At the moment, the area is represented by a member from the government’s 
side. I am sure that he would prefer that the minister consider the need to extend the public transport system 
to his electorate. 

I was very happy to stand for election on the platform of extending the line to Byford and to have the current Minister 
for Transport support the people in the electorate of Darling Range. For the benefit of the member for Moore, I was 
one of the local members standing there very excited, as was the federal member for Canning, when the decision was 
announced to close the line for 18 months to facilitate a safe working environment and minimise the duration and 
frequency of disruption to commuters. Again, in this debate, the member for Armadale continued to advocate for 
transport investment in the south-east corridor and for the Byford rail extension. He said that he knows members 
opposite do not have it in their DNA to support trains or public transport, good public policy and good legislation. 
I say that for members opposite, DNA stands for “do not attempt”. They are not constructive and they do not build 
anything. To illustrate this, on Thursday, the member for Moore, the shadow Minister for Transport, stated — 

However, the government is confident that it will be able to deliver this project in 18 months while the 
network is shut down. I must say, I admire the government’s nerve to believe that that is possible. I am 
not sure that I would be quite so brave. My expectation — 

He really means hope — 
is that it will be significantly longer than 18 months and will cost significantly more than the amount of 
money that the government has allocated at this stage … 

Quite apart from the member for Moore either deliberately or inadvertently confusing the duration of the shutdown 
with the length of the individual projects, this is a further example of the strategies of members opposite. They never 
support anything that the government does. They sometimes say that they support things such as the Chief Health 
Officer’s advice when it includes a decision to delay the relaxation of the hard border, but when it occurs, they undermine 
it. They say that they support this bill, but I bet the member for Moore is praying every night that something will go 
wrong. If the rail closure goes one day over 18 months, he will be gloating. He does not have the slightest bit of interest 
in the provision of cheap, reliable and sustainable public transport for the people of Byford and surrounds. That is not 
important to those opposite. The Leader of the Opposition even has a bumper sticker mocking Metronet. 
The member for Moore also asked the Premier in this place whether all state Labor members who were affected 
by the line closure were confident. To be clear, he asked whether the members for Victoria Park, Cannington, 
Forrestfield, Thornlie, Southern River, Armadale, Darling Range, Murray–Wellington, Collie–Preston and Bunbury 
had raised any concerns about the disruptions that would be caused to their communities during the extended closure. 
The member for Moore said — 

The Premier answered, “No, not as far as I am aware. No, members are very excited. They were all there 
standing there.” They were all standing there and were all very excited. They will all wear the consequences 
if this 18-month closure turns out to be more than 18 months. 

The member for Moore went on to say — 
Does anyone seriously believe that in 18 months the entirety of this project to rebuild the Armadale line 
and the extension to Byford will be anywhere close to completion? 

The member for Moore continued — 
The government is hoping to open this line just before the next election. The danger with that time line 
is that any delays will mean there is every likelihood that when all the members I named talk to their 
constituents, the constituents will be very angry … It will not be done in 18 months; it will be more like 
two or three years. That will not bode well for members in those electorates when that happens. They are 
taking quite a deal of risk. 

I must agree with the member for Moore that the project will not be completed in 18 months; no-one believes that. 
The line closure is 18 months; the timing for the completion of the Byford rail extension will be announced after the 
tender is awarded. The timing of the next state election is irrelevant to me. The member for Moore’s need to suggest 
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that a $2 billion project that will transform the lives of people along the Armadale line is of equal consideration to 
the electoral fortunes of half a dozen state members is confounding. It reminds me of the member for North West 
Central’s contribution to a defeated amendment to the Premier’s Statement when he stated — 

The members for Carine, Nedlands, Churchlands, Warren–Blackwood, Bateman, Riverton, South Perth 
and Scarborough will not be around here in 2025. I imagine that a lot more members than that will follow 
them out the door … 

That statement was made in relation to the change of date for the relaxation of hard border settings, which incidentally 
allowed vaccination and booster rates to increase and which has meant that Western Australians are not getting as 
sick as those in other jurisdictions did at the same stage of the pandemic. To suggest that the fortunes of individual 
members of Parliament should be a consideration when making decisions on a $2 billion infrastructure project or 
on the health of Western Australians and the economy is shallow and disturbing and should be met with outrage 
by Western Australians. I know that there are people out there—of course, no-one knows who they are—who would 
not be alive today had the McGowan government not heeded the Chief Health Officer’s advice to close the border, 
mandate vaccines and implement protocols to safeguard the population. I was recently at a public function and an 
Aboriginal lady came up to me and said that her 92-year-old grandmother had just passed away from natural causes. 
She told me she was Mark McGowan’s biggest fan because she said had the borders not been closed, her grandmother 
would have undoubtedly died earlier. She was very thankful that the McGowan government took the precautions 
that it did and allowed people to live their natural lives. I know that it prevented family reunions, disrupted travel 
and impacted certain businesses, such as those relying on international tourists and students, and that some people 
lost their jobs. I acknowledge the pain that that caused, but at the end of the day, there are loved ones alive now who 
would have passed away had we not managed and continued to manage this pandemic. 
Needless to say, I support the Byford rail extension. I support the jobs that this project provides and the economic 
boost it brings to businesses in the area, from the ones that provide materials directly to the project down to the 
lunch bars and coffee shops along the way. One such business that is benefiting from the McGowan government’s 
outstanding fiscal management and massive infrastructure investment is PERMAcast in Robertson Road, Cardup. 
It is arguably Western Australia’s leading supplier of precast and prestressed concrete structures for the state’s 
major infrastructure, oil and gas, and resource projects. PERMAcast was established in 2006 by a group of private 
partners with interests and expertise in the manufacturing, concrete and construction industries. The company was 
set up to take advantage of the group’s access to a large, fully serviced site close to transport networks in Perth’s 
rapidly expanding south-east corridor. Of course, these transport networks will further expand with the extension 
of Tonkin Highway. Alberto Ferraro is the managing director of the company and is a Karragullen boy. His parents, 
Antonio and Maria, still work an orchard up in Karragullen and I have enjoyed their persimmons and Maria’s cakes 
on a couple of visits. PERMAcast is a significant business and provides jobs for local people, keeping money in the 
area, as well as reducing the need for its workers to commute for work. 
The Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022 will transform the 129-year-old line, particularly in Victoria Park, 
as the member for Victoria Park outlined, but also in Armadale and Serpentine–Jarrahdale. The Armadale CBD 
will benefit, as the member for Armadale mentioned, by the removal of several crossings, importantly those at 
Armadale Road, Forrest Road and Church Avenue. If I can make one request of the City of Armadale, I ask it to 
please consider carefully the future of the Armadale RSL, as it is presently adjacent to the railway line. I am a former 
member of that RSL and a former member of the Australian Defence Force and I request that their interests are 
looked at carefully. 
The Byford rail extension project will deliver cheap and reliable public transport to rapidly growing populations 
of commuters. People who presently commute out of Byford and its surrounds in the main use their private vehicles 
to drive all the way to work or drive to Armadale to catch a train. The provision of Metronet to Byford will mean 
that people will be able to either drive the short distance to the station, ride a bike, walk or catch a bus, with transport 
bus routes being reviewed to coincide with the arrival of the train service. This will provide great savings to 
individuals on the running costs of their vehicles, relieve some of the pressure on the roads, improve traffic flow 
and reduce maintenance requirements. Of course, the two-zone cap, which was introduced in January, has already 
made public transport costs much more attractive, with the cash two-zone fare being $4.90, and $3.92 for someone 
with a SmartRider. The concession fare is $2.10, or $1.68, one way into the city or within nine zones. Members 
can see that public transport is now much more economically viable and, as the member for Victoria Park outlined, 
environmental benefits will flow from people using public transport rather than using their private motor vehicles. 
The Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale has been advocating for the Byford rail extension for a very long time. It knows 
what benefits it will bring to the area. The shire is planning its integration into the area behind Coles, in an area 
that will also see the Byford health hub, a splash park and public open space, as well as, hopefully, more retail 
choices for residents and more employment opportunities. The shire has advocated successfully in recent times 
for the aforementioned projects, and I wish it every success in its advocacy during the upcoming federal election. 
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Amanda Hunt, the Labor candidate for Canning, has been a leader in the community sector for more than two decades, 
most recently as the CEO of Uniting WA and prior to that as the WA state director of Mission Australia. She grew 
up in the outer suburbs and understands the challenges that face Serpentine–Jarrahdale. She will do what she can 
to benefit the community. The shire CEO, Paul Martin; its president, Michelle Rich; and its officers and councillors 
are working very hard to get the best deal out of the state and federal governments. I applaud their efforts. I am happy 
to work alongside them for the benefit of the community. There are probably more Liberal Party members in that 
council than in this chamber, but they are positive about this project. 
There is no doubt that an 18-month shutdown is inconvenient, but despite the protestations and negativity from the 
other side, Transperth has time to conduct a comprehensive consultation to ensure that as many people as possible 
have the least amount of disruption in their lives. I know that children use the train in either direction to go to school. 
My daughter used to catch the train from Kelmscott into the city. We are aware of the challenges that the closure 
will bring and the change in routine. I ask parents to be resilient, to provide feedback, to ensure their particular 
situation is understood and to give reassurance to their children that they will be okay. 
I ask the opposition to stop talking the project down. As the member for Cottesloe said, it is a $2 billion project. It 
should be supported. We want it to work. We want it to happen. I want the people who work in Transperth and 
those organisations involved in Metronet to know that we are positive about it, they are doing this work for a good 
reason and they will succeed. I am very proud to be part of the McGowan Labor government. I am not worried about 
my re-election chances should there be unforeseen delays to the Byford rail extension, as wished for by those 
opposite, who see it as an opportunity to exploit. It is already closer to being completed than at any other time under 
a Liberal government and any former Liberal member for Darling Range. If the people vote me out, it does not matter 
because the rail will still get to Byford, and that is what counts, not my re-election. I will deliver for Darling Range 
regardless of any risks I personally face. Yesterday, the member for Wanneroo intimated that the member for Moore 
is trying to scare the new members. I am not scared because I do not matter. 
Finally, I want to acknowledge the bravery and nerve of the Minister for Transport, qualities the opposition view 
as somehow undesirable, for delivering record infrastructure investment to Western Australia; supporting local 
businesses, large and small; ensuring massive employment and training opportunities, particularly for those entering 
the construction workforce unskilled; and making public transport more accessible and affordable to everyone. 
I commend the bill to the house. 
MR D.A.E. SCAIFE (Cockburn) [1.22 pm]: I rise to speak on the Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022. 
I say at the outset, addressing the points just made by the member for Darling Range, that I care whether he gets 
re-elected. I think every member of the Labor caucus cares as well because he is head and shoulders above any of the 
previous members for Darling Range, particularly his immediate predecessor in the seat. The people of Darling Range 
are very lucky to have him and his great advocacy in delivering the extension of the Armadale line to Byford. It is 
an incredible achievement. Thanks very much to him for his hard work and advocacy. 
The Metronet project is a very positive project. It is a visionary project. It is something that this government is 
delivering every day. We are making great strides towards building the public transport corridors of the future. 
Nowhere is that more obvious than in my community in Cockburn, where the Thornlie–Cockburn Link is taking 
shape. The Thornlie–Cockburn Link is generating enormous excitement within my community. It is a $716 million 
investment by this government in Perth’s first east–west rail link. It will link Thornlie and Cockburn Central 
stations. I have certainly put it to the minister—I will just check; the member for Thornlie is not in the chamber so 
I can make this point—that the Thornlie line should probably be renamed the Cockburn line because it will terminate 
in Cockburn when this link is completed. That just goes to show how much we are transforming the public transport 
network in Western Australia. We will have our first east–west connection across our rail network in Perth. It has 
taken a Labor government to deliver that. That will have huge benefits for my constituents and for constituents 
throughout the south-eastern corridor travelling to what is really, in Cockburn, becoming Perth’s southern CBD. We 
have enormous projects like the Bethesda mental health hospital. Obviously, Cockburn ARC is a great recreational 
facility. We have a billion-dollar investment into the redevelopment of Cockburn Gateway shopping centre, so 
connecting Cockburn Central to the rest of the Perth metropolitan area through the Thornlie–Cockburn Link is 
a great step forward. 
One of the ways we celebrated the Thornlie–Cockburn Link was when the tunnel boring machine was in action 
along the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. We ran a competition to name that tunnel boring machine. I acknowledge that 
the competition was won by Jana Edmondson, a 13-year-old constituent of mine from Coogee. The machine was 
called TBM Jana. Jana absolutely loves public transport. She lives with cerebral palsy. One of her favourite things 
to do is catch the train into the city from Cockburn. Congratulations again, Jana. You are an absolutely outstanding 
ambassador for public transport in Cockburn and the whole Perth metropolitan area. I am so proud to have you 
and your family as constituents in my electorate. 
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As I have said, the project is overwhelmingly positive, yet all we have heard from the opposition is negativity. We 
heard it from the shadow Minister for Transport during his contribution and we heard it today from the Leader of 
the Liberal Party, because he has to continue the negativity. The Leader of the Liberal Party was critiquing the 
potential cost. There is no doubt that Metronet is a significant investment. It is costly to deliver public transport. 
The Leader of the Liberal Party is the least-equipped person to critique the costs of building public transport in 
Western Australia because the Liberal Party does not build and never has built public transport in Western Australia. 
In fact, hating public transport is in its DNA. 

I know that a couple of members have mentioned this already but it is worth doing again. It goes all the way back 
to 17 January 1979 with a headline in The West Australian—“Perth–port railway line to be closed”. This is how 
the Court government announced the closure of the Fremantle line. That was an absolutely shameful period in 
Perth’s history. The Court Liberal government announced that overnight. It carried out no consultation and did not 
speak to anybody about it. It announced the closure by putting a headline in The West Australian saying that it 
would close the Fremantle line—a line that serviced its own communities. It was an absurd decision then and it is 
just as absurd today. It underlines how much the Liberal Party and the Nationals WA have always hated public 
transport. It was such an absurd decision. I found an article on the ABC from 3 February 2019. Professor Newman, 
who, as people would know, has been a long-time public transport expert in this state, said — 

A public servant came to me and said, ‘look, I’ve got to tell you the real reason behind this’. 

“He said, ‘we need to build this freeway to get tanks from the Special Air Service Regiment in Swanbourne 
very quickly down to the naval base in Rockingham for when the Russians invade. 

That is how the Liberal Party did public transport policy in the late 1970s. It was worried about the reds invading, so 
it wanted to build a freeway through the western suburbs because that would save Perth from an invasion from the 
Russians. This is just ridiculous stuff from the Liberal Party. But of course it doubled down on it. On 12 May 2004—
about 20 years after the Labor government reopened the Fremantle line—a debate occurred in the other place. 
Hon Ken Travers said — 

… a previous Labor Government reopened the Fremantle to Perth line. That was a great decision that 
even members opposite now would not disagree with. Do they still support the closure of the line? 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Yes. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: … Hon Simon O’Brien wants to close down the Fremantle line again? Is that not 
wonderful? The Labor Party reopened the Fremantle line—a great decision—and built the northern suburbs 
railway line. I suppose members opposite do not support the northern suburbs line either. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: We do not. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: This is getting better! The Opposition does not support the northern suburbs 
railway line.  

There we go. Even in 2004, Hon Simon O’Brien confirmed that if the decision had been up to the Liberal Party, it 
supported closing the Fremantle line and it did not support building the northern suburbs rail line either. It was not 
only the Liberal Party, because Hon Max Trenorden, MLA, also did not support it. On 12 September 2002, the 
following exchange took place — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Do you support the rail project? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN: No. We will oppose it all the way. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You do not support the rail project at all? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN: No. 

It is in their DNA. For members opposite to stand and critique and be negative about public transport is no surprise 
because they have never believed in it and they have no credibility on it. This is something that I find completely 
mystifying about the opposition: it constantly bangs on about issues on which it has no credibility. It cannot pick 
the right fight. With the fights that it does pick, it always flubs them anyway. Opposition members always give 
the wrong lines. The member for North West Central was in here the other week trying to pick a fight, suggesting 
that the Western Australia Police Force would misuse the firearms legislation to target law-abiding citizens. It was 
a completely outrageous claim to make and completely damaged the critiques or criticisms that he was trying to 
make of the issue. Opposition members simply cannot pick the right fight, and when they do, they get it wrong. 

Of course, the Liberal and National Parties’ incompetence in the area of public transport continued into more recent 
times with something else we have heard about—that is, Metro Area Express light rail. What happened to MAX? 
We would assume MAX was built and built quickly and the government invested a lot of time and money, given 
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how the Barnett government announced MAX. This is its own press release that I have gone back and found. The 
press release states — 

Premier Colin Barnett and Minister for Transport Troy Buswell today launched the centrepiece of the 
state government’s commitment to public transport—a new light rail system to be called Metro Area Express 
or MAX. 

There is a quote from the Premier — 
“MAX will power Perth commuters into the future, helping to reduce congestion into the city from our 
inner north and manage population growth as the city expands to as many as 2.7 million people by 2031,” 
the Premier said. 
“The launch of this project is a major milestone for Perth and will be an important part of this city’s 
transformation during a period of strong economic and population growth.” 

It cannot be made up that the Liberal Party then never did a day’s work, essentially, on MAX. In the lead-up to the 
2013 state election, it came out and said that it would be the centrepiece of its commitment to public transport, a major 
milestone and an important part of the city’s transformation. We all know that the Liberal–National government 
did not lay a centimetre of track or do a centimetre of work on MAX light rail. I remember it had pop-up displays in 
Hay Street Mall of what MAX light rail would look like. It was an absurd propaganda campaign that came to nothing. 
The people of Western Australia should have known then, and I am sure that they knew in their hearts, that the 
Liberal Party was never going to deliver on MAX because the Liberal Party never delivers on public transport. Of 
course, we have even more recent evidence that Liberal Party members are absolute amateurs on public transport. 
Mr D.R. Michael: On everything. 
Mr D.A.E. SCAIFE: They are incompetent on absolutely everything, to be fair, member for Balcatta. I notice 
the Minister for Police picked up on a bit of a faux pas—or worse, really; a catastrophic failure—of the Leader of 
the Liberal Party when he tweeted a video of an event that happened in Toowoomba as evidence of problems in 
Western Australia. In the context of this bill, that made me think of the member for Vasse’s tweet on 21 May 2020. 
The member for Vasse tweeted — 

The Premier’s confirmation in QT today that people are not required to social distance on public transport, 
based on medical advice—it raises serious concerns about why our small businesses remain closed or 
have their trade restricted to 20 people. @LiberalsWA 

Then she had a beautiful photo of a packed train. I know that the Minister for Transport has pointed this out 
before, but when this was tweeted I recognised this photo because I, as Young Labor president in 2012, was 
involved in a campaign run by Hon Ken Travers called Transperth Sardines. The campaign was about how the former 
Liberal–National government had not invested in—I think cancelled—an order of railcars and, as a result, commuters 
were packed onto trains. We handed out flyers that had on one side an image as though it were a lid of a sardine 
can and on the other side a criticism of the Barnett Liberal government. Transperth Sardines tweeted a photo on 
16 October 2012. These two photos are remarkably similar to each other. What a dishonest act by the member for 
Vasse to tweet a photo, from eight years prior, of overcrowding on the train system caused by the Liberal–National 
government’s underinvestment in the rail network as though that were proof of overcrowding on Perth trains in 2020. 
It is just amateur stuff. 
We hear a lot about Twitter needing to ban people for misinformation and the like. I will give some advice to the 
Liberal Party. To the Deputy Leader and the Leader of the Liberal Party, I would consider banning yourselves from 
Twitter after these two debacles, because you clearly cannot be trusted to use social media properly and you keep 
shooting yourselves in the foot. We saw that yesterday with the member for Cottesloe and we have seen that with 
the member for Vasse. She has not deleted the tweet despite the fact it is dishonest and misleading. This morning 
I went back and found that on the member for Vasse’s Twitter page. It is just absurd. 
I want to close by making some comments to people on the Armadale line who will experience some disruption 
over the 18-month shutdown. It will obviously be a difficult period. The Liberal and National Parties would not know 
anything about causing disruption for commuters because they just do not do anything for public transport when they 
are in office, but we need some short-term pain for the long-term gain of a growing, active, affordable and convenient 
rail system.  
The Mandurah line recently went through a 25-day shutdown. My constituents and I experienced that and there is 
no doubt it was inconvenient. I want to reassure the public and the members who represent electorates along that 
line that I was really happy with the work that was done by the minister and her agencies to make sure that it went 
as smoothly as possible. There was extensive consultation and surveying of my constituents. A lot of alternatives 
were put in place, including not only extra rail replacement buses, but also extra routes that took into account 
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the way that people want to access facilities like Murdoch University, St John of God Murdoch Hospital and 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. It was also delivered on time. That shutdown did not extend for any longer than we had 
predicted that it would. That gives me great confidence in the minister’s ability and, indeed, in the public servants 
who are delivering on this project. I can also say that the minister gave a lot of her own personal attention to that 
shutdown. She was actively involved in making sure that local members were briefed and that residents were being 
properly surveyed and their concerns taken into account. She toured the works with me at Cockburn Central station 
at the end of the project. This minister is very much focused on delivering an absolutely visionary change for the 
Perth metropolitan region in a way that takes account of people’s concerns. On that basis, I commend the bill to 
the house.  
MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.39 pm]: I rise to speak on another fantastic 
Metronet bill, the Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022. I first thank the member for Cockburn for his 
contribution. I have to refute his recommendation, though, about renaming the Thornlie–Cockburn line! Such things 
cannot go without a response! Thornlie is a very, very important station, Cockburn is a very, very important station, 
but, of course, the jewels of the Metronet crown are the Nicholson Road and Ranford Road train stations. But we 
are not here to talk about those as much as we are the future vision, the large part of Metronet, that will flow from 
the city through to Byford. There was also another very good contribution by the member for Victoria Park. The 
Victoria Park MLA spoke of a mayor in South America who I thought spoke very, very well of what our vision 
can be and should be. The purpose of good public transport is not that poor people should have access to trains; it 
is that rich people can use them. I thought that was a unique and mature prospect. It is not about class or connection. 
That is what trains do. Whether a person has a job, part-time work, shiftwork or they are trying to get a job or training 
for one, public transport is an opportunity and it opens a door for many people. It should be a door for all of us as 
Perth grows to be a mature city. 
I was pleasantly surprised to hear all the contributions, particularly from the members for Cockburn and Darling 
Range. I concur that we want to keep the member for Darling Range here. I look forward to a long career of building 
train lines, opening them and being part of that larger vision. We had some wonderful contributions. Then the 
Cottesloe MLA stood up and ruined it all. There are too many things to mention. I want to speak tomorrow on this 
bill so that I can respond exactly to the Hansard of the things he said. Of course, I will not quote uncorrected Hansard. 
I heard some of that contribution. I think the member for Moore’s contribution was also pretty poor with its 
fear-mongering, sabre-rattling and confusion. I wrote some notes of what the member for Cottesloe said. Again, 
I do not quote the transcript. The Member for Cottesloe seems to have forgotten entirely the corporate memory of 
the Liberal Party on rail. He completely forgot a number of matters, such as the fact that it closed the Fremantle line 
and its promises on Ellenbrook, the airport line, the Thornlie–Cockburn Link in my area, its MAX light rail and 
bus routes. There were all sorts of promises in the Attorney General’s electorate as well to build those train lines. 
Yes, the Liberal government did build a tiny bit—the eight-kilometre Albert Jacob memorial line—but that was 
possibly accidentally. We know the Liberal Party’s record. It is shared by the Nationals WA because it stood next 
to it in cabinet and allowed it to make promises and break them—to budget frivolous, tiny amounts that did not allow 
any real public policy analysis or research, planning or preparation, which therefore resulted in broken promises. 
The member for Cottesloe actually said that Labor had a bad track record on rail. He actually said those words. He 
actually spoke about cost blowouts for inconsequential things. I was going to say this a bit later, but here is one of 
the things I love. I am happy to table this. This is a picture of a USB drive that was created by the Barnett Liberal 
government for MAX light rail—and the opposition talks to us about cost blowouts on transport projects. This was 
not even built, but there was enough time to create USB drives. Yesterday in the debate on the Treasurer’s advance 
bill I heard criticism that we spend money on rapid antigen tests. The Liberal–National government produced crazy 
paraphernalia for stuff that it was not even going to build. I would love to see the Thornlie–Cockburn floppy disk 
drive or Forrestfield–Airport Link eight-track cartridge. I seek permission to lay this on the table for the remainder 
of the day. 
[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Will you table the USB? 
Mr T.J. HEALY: I would give the USB drive, but I think it is hidden in cabinet-in-confidence. 
A government member: With all the business cases! 
Mr T.J. HEALY: With all the business cases—that is right. 
Talking about transparency, I ask the Deputy Leader of the Opposition whether he will ever seek to release the 
cabinet-in-confidence details—the business cases—of all those train lines. I can answer for him; I know he is not 
going to. The member for Cottesloe said some things. He is a part of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition’s team, 
and the deputy leader should take some responsibility. The deputy leader should take some responsibility for the 
former government’s record. He should take some responsibility for the member for Cottesloe. Whether the member 
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is here until the next election or not, the deputy leader needs to talk to him about these things before he stands up 
and speaks. He has a responsibility. 
There is a sad history of lazy Liberals who talk to this chamber and this Western Australian state about public 
transport and their great ideals and ambitions. Before I quote an article that was written, I want to quote the current 
Minister for Transport, the great and glorious Metronet minister. She said something about the former member for 
Southern River when speaking in this place in September 2015. She said — 

The member for Southern River — 
Peter Abetz — 

has to realise that the Liberal Party does not build rail lines until it is dragged kicking and screaming to 
them by the Labor Party. The Liberal Party does not build rail lines until the Labor Party initiates them … 

I say that in context. I want to talk about the vision and the future of the Armadale train line, my community and 
the Gosnells community, and the potential when the rail line is elevated from Victoria Park through to the City of 
Canning. In a moment I will talk about the opportunity and the potential for development. But, again, we would 
not be talking about this bill under a Liberal government. Like the minister said, bills that initiate public works for 
public transport for the benefit of all are not generated by Liberal and National governments. They only happen 
with Labor-initiated projects led by the wonderful minister for Metronet, Rita Saffioti; the wonderful and amazing 
Alannah MacTiernan, minister for the Mandurah line; and the previous Premiers and ministers who led the development 
of the northern suburbs train line and all those things. That does not stop the Liberal Party and Nationals WA from 
making promises. Of course, this affects Nationals MPs. They should think about this because the majority of them 
live in the metropolitan area. They are affected by public transport. The Nationals also have a pretty bad record 
with tier 3 rail and other promises that were made, broken and lost during their time in government. 
I would like to quote an article of 14 March 2015 by Liam Bartlett in PerthNow. I think it explains that let-down—
that feeling the public gets when it votes for the Liberals on promises and then it is let down. It is titled “Liam Bartlett: 
WA railroaded again over public transport”. It was written during the time of the Barnett government, and it refers 
to what “railroaded” means. The article says — 

In this state it refers to the act of voting for a Liberal member of parliament under the assumption they 
will build you a railroad if they get in. 
And … when they do win the public vote, they will abandon the promise of rail and drop you … 

Liam Bartlett also says — 
… it is a fact that without Labor’s love of trains we would not enjoy our current network. 

That is so true. I remember Mark McGowan as opposition leader saying that he would not be the Premier who finished 
Metronet, but he would be the Premier who started it. Community discussion and engagement on the elevation of 
the Armadale train line is an important part of this. It is a wonderful characteristic of our vision and our engagement. 
We will walk, and bus and train, with the community through this together. That is a very, very different approach 
from the approach of the Liberals and Nationals, who try to talk about public transport.  
I would like to talk about Ellenbrook rail briefly because that is part of this conversation. Frank Alban, former member 
for Swan Hills, denied that he ever promised Ellenbrook rail, even though he and Colin Barnett put out flyers to 
say so. I am not sure why he was not pulled up on this, but on 26 May 2011, he said in this chamber — 

Where does it say that the big Mr Alban will start the train for you? 
Of course, the then shadow Minister for Transport, Rita Saffioti, actually held up the flyers at the time and said, 
“It says it right here!” Frank Alban later said that he had never put out a flyer. After he said that he did not say it, 
he then said — 

Candidates have the ability to promise trains, aeroplanes, aircraft carriers and helicopters—that is what 
candidates do. 

We had the John Langoulant inquiry into crazy public spending. I am not saying the Ellenbrook line was not a great 
idea; it was. It was just that those members promised it with absolutely no political or physical or public policy 
intention to do anything about it. That was the frustrating thing that broke the hearts of so many people. But, again, 
we do miss “little Frankie” and all the great things that he said! 
I have a quote by the then Leader of the Opposition, now Premier, Mark McGowan, who said something in that 
debate that I thought very well of. It sums up the policies of the Nationals WA and the Liberal Party on these sorts 
of aspects, and the promises the Liberals make. He said — 
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The people of Western Australia have been conned — 
By Premier Barnett — 

… the Premier reminds me of—Victor Lustig … He is the bloke who sold the Eiffel Tower twice! On 
two separate occasions he conned people by selling the Eiffel Tower when he had no capacity to do so. 

Again, the Liberal Party makes these promises and, unfortunately, there are more and more people who grow to 
understand the patterns, but there are also genuine people. This is why I think people get disenfranchised with politics. 
Politicians should not lie; we should talk and we should lead. But, unfortunately, we have had some colleagues within 
the chamber, now and in times past, who sat in the naughty corner and made these promises in the public eye, in 
the public discourse, on Facebook and in flyers People get genuinely frustrated with all of us, because we are given 
the same “dodgy car salesman” tag as those members. I apologise to John Hughes and all those other reputable car 
salespeople; although, I guess he is probably happy, to a degree, that we are shutting the Armadale line. But, I digress. 
Members, the Liberal Party promised the Thornlie–Cockburn train line in 2008, 2013 and 2017. The Armadale train 
line is a key part. I am very, very fortunate because, as members know, I have the best electorate in Western Australia. 
The Thornlie–Cockburn Link goes into one part of my electorate, and the Armadale line currently goes through 
the other side. The Seaforth train station is currently the only train station that physically sits within my electorate, 
but, as I often say, anything 100 kilometres from my electorate is my electorate. I am interested in every single part 
of the train system and train network, because my constituents and families will use every part of it. It does not 
matter whether a station is within my electorate, I will fight for them. But, again, I take particular ownership of 
Seaforth. The member for Moore was a member of the Liberal government in Barnett’s time, and he spoke about 
shutting Seaforth train station completely. He spoke about shutting smaller, inconsequential—I think those were the 
words used—low-ridership stations. He said that people did not want to use them and they were scary. Mike Nahan 
spoke about the Armadale train line as the “crime line”. Is it the most pleasant train line to ride always? No. Do some 
people feel concerned? Yes; but it is what we keep working on. It is an absolute vital artery for my community, which 
families rely on. I commend the security officers, the staff, the cleaners, the patrons—every single person. There will 
always be people who make poor choices on public transport and that threaten others; the same as there are people 
in this chamber who make poor choices and threaten others, but we ask that everyone tries to do the right thing. 
A government member: It’s logical. 
Mr T.J. HEALY: That is right! 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr T.J. HEALY: I spoke about the broken promise in 2000 of the Thornlie–Cockburn train line. This also affects 
the exact bill that we are talking about—the full Armadale train line. The Richard Court government also promised 
to build the Mandurah train line, and that would have been a thread going through the Cockburn area and then 
up what we now know as Roe Highway. Back then, that is where the train line would have gone. The member for 
Cannington spoke about this a little bit, and Minister for Transport has spoken about it, too. Back in the 2000s, the 
planning towards what we now know as Nicholson Road and Ranford Road train stations was not really there. 
Would that government have actually built the train stations? I am not sure. The funding that it put aside was 
I think $8 million or $9 million. Of course, back in the 1990s, money for projects was vastly different; we talk in 
the billions of dollars now. But even back then, it did not even rate in the tens of millions of dollars. The reason 
I say this is that if the Richard Court government had delivered on its promise to build this train line, would it have 
taken away any level crossings? Probably not. The reason I say that is not just based on its record or not just based 
on the things that it did for 20 or 30 years; the reason I say that is that it actually did not set aside funds for it. The 
Richard Court government probably would have built the train line, but I doubt there would have been that many 
stations and I doubt there would have been any capacity for level crossing removal like we are doing now. 
I stand in the shadow of some great members of Parliament such as Sheila McHale and Paul Andrews, who fought 
for those projects. The Gosnells train station rebuild—almost a generation ago now—was done by the Labor government 
and the leadership of those members of Parliament. Again, those upgrades did not happen under Liberal governments. 
I would also like to talk about the failure of the Nicholson Road overpass. This government will now fix that. 
As I said, in 2017 we promised the Thornlie–Cockburn Link, Nicholson Road train station and Ranford Road 
train station. We commenced that in 2019 as promised, and we will be delivering on that. We promised to widen 
Ranford Road Bridge from a four-lane bridge to an eight-lane bridge. It is happening now. We are happy to work 
in partnership with the federal government. It has put some funding towards it in a recent announcement. We are 
hoping that there will be some more funding coming in the federal budget. It will go towards the planning for a flyover 
at the Nicholson Road–Garden Street roundabout, which is another complicated intersection. But again, going back 
to 2013, Ben Morton, the current member for Tangney and then Liberal Party director, promised to build an 
overpass over the rail there. I think it was $36 million. As a councillor, I was on the committee that would look at 
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the community consultation there. I think the project came in $8 million under budget, which is quite unique for 
a Liberal Party project, I suppose. However, it was a missed opportunity. The rail crossing was positive—no-one 
disputes that. But it was a missed opportunity to address the roundabouts and Bannister Road and the other 
intersections there. We tried to use those funds there and then, but when we built that overpass, there were a lot of 
delays and a lot of frustrations. It was a frustrating time. However, we will now go back and we will commence 
the planning for a flyover there that will better address those aspects. 
I am very happy to continue after question time, of course. There is future potential for the community of Gosnells. 
We are not saying that it will be done on a particular date—that is what the Liberal Party and National Party have 
a record of doing and then breaking. Bringing forward the elevation of the train line from the portion that we are 
talking about—from Victoria Park station through to the City of Canning—will bring forward substantially the 
opportunity for level crossing removal, and the development of cafes, businesses and parks. The vision of elevated 
rail through Gosnells is available there. 
I found it interesting to look back at Hansard and look at a couple of the quotes that were available. I would like to 
refer to a couple of points. I refer to the Hansard of 12 September 2002 and a speech from Hon Alannah MacTiernan 
in which she referred to the Liberal Party’s track record on rail. It is funny that we keep saying the same things. 
I quote Hansard when Hon Alannah MacTiernan said to the Liberal and National Parties, “You really are a mob 
of troglodytes.” I think that showed a lot of foresight from the then member for Armadale and Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure. I have another interesting quote. My community should know that we have great trust in the 
Labor Party and in Premier Mark McGowan and Minister Saffioti to build the Metronet train lines, the bus routes, 
bus stops and the connections. It is only our government that will implement those aspects, engage with the 
community to bring us to those points.  
I like what my predecessor in the electorate of Southern River said on 10 May 2011 when he called for the rail 
extension. Peter Abetz said he feared that the only hope for extending the Thornlie line would lie with a future Labor 
government. That was well said then. Members should know that the only future opportunities for the Armadale 
line, and all the train lines, and Metronet lie with a Labor government. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 1311.] 
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